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THe OLD BATTLE Axe. 


TOBY 
Doggone working for old Miranda Sawyer sure aint no good gob. Gee whiz: 
Al] I ao iw work and don't get nothin’ after I do wrk. About every woek 
the clad she-devil cuts my wages down. 


AUNT MIRANDA 
(ETERS FROM HOUSE L.) Toby: What are you doing? Star gazing? What do 
you think I pay you for. Get a reke and clean Up the yard. Spring time 
is here and it will soon be tine for my spring cleaning. I'm only waiting 
for my niece to arrive, and than I'll see that thinga are fixed up around 
he r@o 


TOBY 
Is your nieee going to live here? 


MIRANDA 
Yea! I've got to support her. Her good for nothing mother married & 
no acc cunt man, who dial and ieft than head over heels in debt, and about 
forteen chiddren on her hands. Oh he was & poogood man. 


TOY 
Fourteen children and he aint no good. Son of ea gun's darn good [t hink. 


MIRANDA 
He was a dreamer, impractical, and brainless. My sister married him, and 
how she's got her hands full trying to raise the brata. Of course 
Rebecca is the oldest of the children, and go thay are going to send her 
here for m to send to school. Bah! I shouldn't let her have 4 thing 
when she gots here. Money is hari to get nowadays. 


TOBY 
Gee, whiz, you've got all the mong there ig in thie part of the country. 
Ani you own half the tend fran here to Sedgewick County., It's 4 oingh 
you aint payin’ me no wages. I'm only getting five and querter a week 
now you know. 


MIRANDA 
Which renéhds me that I'm going to take a quarter off of your salary 
beginning with tois weex. I'm glad you reminded me of it. 


TOBY 
Why the heck didn't I kee p ay mouth shut? Hey! I can't live on five 
dollers a week. Gee whiz, I've got to keep my mother. Me and here aint 
even eatin’ regular. 


MIRANDA 
Nonsense! You and your mother have been chatity subjects in this tow 
ever eitoe I oan renenber--~always ta&cing but never giving. Your mother 
is like my sister---marr ied to s lazy man who died am left nothing. 


TOBY 
you're orezy, my father left everything he had to che rity--he left 
everything to the orphen's home here? 


MIRANDA 
And what did he have? 


| TOBY | S 
Twelve children! 





oh 


MIRANDA : 
Hump! Such nonsense! I wonder what time it ig? My niece ought to be in 
on the mrning train. The ignorant little heathen 7] Suppose she'll 
arrive in some outlamiish garb that will dia grace me before all the town. 


TOBY 
Gee! I sure feel sorry for her! Oh look here comes Mr. yadd. Boy if 
more rich folks was like him this world would be better off. 


: MIRANDA 
Indeed! He's a waster of money, and 4 perfect fool. He thinks he can 
bay my lend away from me. I['1i unload on him. (MR. LADD sTaRS R. U.) 
Well, good morning Mr. Ladd, I suppose you've come over to see me about 
buying that east end property of mine for the new Orphan's home. Well, 
no use talking. I won't have it. 


MR. LADD : 
My dear Miss Sawyer, I would pay y ou well for the land. 


MIRANDA 
T don't want your money. Who wants an Oprhan's home right next door to 
them with a bunch of noisy ragamuffins disturbing my quiet. Charity! 
Chairty! That's all I hear from m rning till night around here, 


MR. LADD 
Miss Sawyer, your heart is made of stone. 


MIRANDA 
Maybe so but my head is not made of bone like youre is. No use talking 
to me at all. I've got my charity to take care of. I've got to raise 
one of my sister's children. Have to send ber to school. She's coming 
today. I suppose I'll be down in bed from it. Children make me 50 
nervous o« 


MR. LADDN 
You should have had some children of your own then maybe you would feel 
better toward them. | 


MIRANDA 
Oh wall, I suppose a child of my own would be different. Jaw sakes I'm 
too old now to even think about such things. A really little baby is 
cuse, but when they grow up I can't stami ‘om. If I only had a little 
baby about that big--(MBASUR&S) 


TOY 
Well, could I be of any sssistance to yur 


MIRANDA 
foby} You bush your awful face! My Jani! Oh you just make me show my 
embarrassment right here in front of Mr. Iadd. Gracious! (@XITS HOUSE L 


TOBY 
Did you eee her embarrassment 7? I must hage miseed that? Say, Mr. Ledd, 
I got my wages but again today. She knocked off another quar&er on Me. 


MR. LADD 
The ofd tightwad. I sometimes wonder if Mirande Sawyer has any feelings 
pPkhee at all. (GIVS TOBY MONEY) Here Toby, I'll make up your salary 
defacsiency. Well, I mst be gobhg. I1'11 have to drop aroum tho’ ani 
gee hor niece when she gets here. Give my regards to your mother, Toby. 
(EXITS R. U.) 








| 7 3 
Gee! He's sure 8 swell feller. I wish I'd told him Old lady Sewyer 
| had cut my weges & dollar, that way I would make a-profiS. (HXITS &. U.) 
ade — ; es 
| DOCTOR PUTTER | 
(OFF S TAGE) Whoa! Now stey there, durn ye critters. Come on, léttle 
girl give me your hand, I'll give you a boost. Phis is the home of 
your sunt Mirenia Sawyer. The durnest o1d battle axe that ever lived, bu 
you can't help but like tne old girl. (NTRS WITH REBECCA) So you're 
| BOing to live here with your aunt? | 
: REBECCA 
Yes--[--there were so many in my family that my mother had to send me her 
to live with here so I can go to school ami get an education. we've got 
fourteen including me. I've taken cara of babies ever since I can remebe 
because I'm the oldest one. But our &€milies all finished now. go , 
my mother saya, and mother always keeps her gromise. Why there hagn t 


been any children in our family since father died. 3 A 
DOCTOR 

Well, I declare; That's a pretty little purse you have thets. 
REBECCA 


end it has got to last me two whole months for writing paper and atamps. 
Say do you Know my Aunt Miranda very well? 


DOCTOR 
Well, I've been her physician for years. Your Aunt Miranda is a fine 
woman, but she has her ways. (MIRANDA BNTZRS UNNOTICED BY THEM) Now the 
Old girl is all right, but she's mean snd set in her ways. “hy about 
twenty five years ago she could have married be, and been happy, but 
instead she'd rather be a sour old maid that every body hates, and--. 
(SESS MIRANDA) Well, howdy do, Miss Sawyer, I was just telling your niece 
what a nice aunt she had. . 


| 
| 
| DO you like it? Mother gave it to me. I've got twenty five cents in it 





MIRANDA 
Indeed: JI overheard what you said, Doctor Putter. So you are Rebecca 
Well, come with me, and I'll show you to your room. fake your parcels 
with you and you won't have to come back after them. Aways use your 
head and save your heels. Clean your feet up on the rug there and hang 
your hat up aS you go past. 


| | REBECCA 
Do you mind if I keep it in my room; it's always safer? 


MIRANDA 
There aint no thieves around here and it they was they wouldn't want that 
Now I want you to remember to always use the back stairs. We don't ever 
use the front one on account of the carpet. Tew sakes: Turn around and 
. me look at you. I declare to goodness you got your dress on hindside 
@r ore. 


REBECCA 
Hindside aforemost? Oh no, Auntie, that's the way it's made. If you 
had fourteen children to dress you couldn't keep buttoning thledcdékaréha 
@§japdj and unbuttoning them all of the time. We are always buttoned up 
Rhe front at our house. Miranda is only three years old but she is 
buttoned up the front too. Please, aunt Miranda, can I write a letter to 
my mother and tell her that I got here all right? 


MIRANDA 
I suppose you may. You got your own Peper and stamps have you, 





—_ 


- REBROGE | 4 
Yes, and my own pencil too. 


*. 


ce ae MT RANDA | 
Well, then you may write your fo00] head off. Wipe your feet off and don' 
go up the frmt stairs. (TURNS aND BUMPS INTO DOCTOR) Well, Deotor Putte 
did you want anything in particular? 


DOCTOR 
No, I--I just brought your niece from the depot she didn't know how to 
get here. [---Miranda, now that you've got a little girl to raise you 
Ought to have a father for her--- 


MIRANDA | 
Yes, well, when I want & man around my house, I'll get a real man it 
won't be some dried up old fossil of a quack doctor. Come, Rebecca! 
(BHEY dXIT INTO THX HOUSS) 


DOCTOR 
I'd like to get that old buzzard to marry me, just to tame her down, 
If I'd a had her twenty five years ago, today she'd be a different woman. 


KkEIKK WOMRER ONG BF RRR 
te 

RaBECOA 
(ZNTERS AFTER NO. WITH La? TER) Now I've got my letter 11 written to my 
mother and brothers and sisters back home and I feel so lonely. Heems 
like thete's nobody wante me here. aunt Miranda is so stemm. If it wasn 
n't for good Doctor Putter, I'd just want to go right back home and [ 
wouldn't care if I never got -educated or pagad off the mortgage on our 
home. (TOBY sNTSRS BACKING ON) Oh, hello! 


TOBY 


Gosh, you might as well kill a fellow as scare him to death. 
REBECCA 
I didn't mean to scare you. Who are your 
TOBY 
I'm Toby Abigiah Flage. 
| REBECCA 
Abijiah Fhdpgd what? 
TOBY 
Abijiah Flagg. 
REBECCA 


Gee, that's a funny name. Makes me think of arbor day, and the star 
spangled banner. (LAUGHS) Do you live here? 


TOBY 
No, I just work here for old Miranda Sawyer. She started me in a ten 
dollars a week working for her, and now she's out me down to five bucks. | 
What-er you doing heref 


RABECCA 
Oh I'm Staying here too. I'm Rebecca of Sunnyorook farm. I'm going to 
stay here and go to school. . : 





= 


TOBY 


a | 5 
Oh I know you now, but your name aint Rebecca; it's Heathen. 
— REBECCA 
Taint: 
TOBY 
Tie § 
REBECCA 
Taint heathen; it's Rebecca Rowena Rendle. 
TOBY 


Well, I heard your aunt say that young heathen is coming here, that's 
ali I know about it. So I'm going to call you heathen. 


REBECCA | 
Neadd ndéo” and ott meabenst ee: I'll call you Star Spangled Banner. Come 
TOBY 
I--I can't! 
REBSCCA 
Why? 
TOBY 
Cause I'm scared. 
REBECCA 


Soared of a girlt I won't hurt yous 


TOBY 
It aint you I'm scared of;it's your aunt Miranda. She'd just as soon 
bat you one between the eyes as 100k at you. 


| REBECCA 
You aren tovery sociable sre you, Agijiah? 


TOBY 
Sociable nothing--I went to one of them over to the brethern church once. 
I---I had a girl I used to go with and I lost her at one of them ice- 
cream sociables. She just got sore at me, and we aint never spoke. 


REBECCA 
Why, Toby, what did you do? 


TOBY 
I didn't get a chance to do nothin'. You see they was al] dancin’ and 
havin’ ea good time, ami my girl had been dancin’ 4 whole lot, ami I went 
over to her and asked for a dance and she said she didn't want to dance. 
I said, "Well, I guess you're too danced out." ami she got sore right 
away . 


REB ACCA 
Why, Tony? 


TY . 
She thought I said, "I guess you're too demn stout." I've lost more 
durn women in my time. I'm just about off of ‘em. They get mad too essy 


Now I had one girl I used to go with a whole lot, but we doen't go round 
no more. 


pons 


~ —_ 


y ReBaCch 6 
OU. mean you've parted? 


TOBY 

Yep, she eile wiaeey and I went this way. 
RSBECCA 

W611, that's too bad. So you've really severed your reletions? 
TOBY 


Aint mthing wrong with my relations; it’s hers. 
REBSCCA 
Well, did youdo so.uething to her you shouldn't have? 


TOBY 
No, she just said something ana I just said something--she went that 
way--L went this way--we don ‘t go round no more. 


REBZOCA 
What did she say? 
TOBY 
She said her father was feeling bad. 
RgaBECCA 


Am what did you say? 


TOBY 
I said, what's the matter with him? and she said, “He's sick." "He's got 
Loco moto ataxia--and well, we just don't go roum no more. 


REBECCA 
Now wait a minute. When your girl told you that her father had loco- 
moto ataxia, what did you say? 


TOBY 
Nothin’. I jest asked her~-I jest asked-her-- 


REBECCA 
Yesi Yess 


TOB Y¥ 
I jest esked har, "Does he whistle et crossings 7?" 


RaBECDA 
Oh, Toby, I'm going to enjoy talking to you--you're soo --s0 funny, I 
like to talk to people and tell them my trouble . I guess [I'm homesick. 
Were you eger home-sick? 


TOBY 


Nope! Never had no home to be sick over. You see my father died a long | 


time agao, and my mother lives way down below the bend, end it's so far 
that I can only see her once a week. ghe's poor and [I have to work for 
your aunt so we can live, amd when you work — her you don't need no 
horse and wagon to carry your money. 


REBECCA 
Oh I'd love to give your mother something, but I’ve only got @ quarter 
and it's got to last ms three whole months for writing paper and stamps. 
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| TOBY 7 
Thera's something down in the villege that I've been wanting to get her 
for the lagt two years. It'a a lamp the most beautiful lamp you ever saw. 
And it don't cost nothin'---it stands so high, and got a shade of all the 
colors that there is in the rainbow, Don't cost 4 cent, you only have 
to gell three hundred cakes of soap ami they give it to you, 


REBECCA 
If you se11 three hundred cakes of soap they'll give you the lamp. Toby» 
I'm going to get that leap for your mother. You 660 if I don't. 


MR. LADD 
(2NTERS R. U. WITH ER. PUTTER) Well, Mr. Putter, how's the doctoring comin 
along? Say why don't you put a few good natured pills in old Miranda 
Sawyer. 


DOCTOR 
The old battle axe. I'd like to hear she'd croaked, Mr. Tadd, have you 
met the sweetest little girl that every 11% on the Sayyer propert. Here 
she ig. Miss Rebecca Rowena Rendle. Can you believe anything @8 good 
and kind as that would be releted to o14 Miranda? 


MR. LADD 
Indeed I cannot. I am certainly pleased to meet you, Mise Rebecca. 


REBECEA 
(BowS) I am pleased to meet you, Mr. --lMr. Iadd: I've heard my aunt 
speak of you, Oh I feel so much ®otter now that I'm getting 4 chance to 
meet people. For awhile I was so lonely. Toby's been telling me about 
hig mother down the bend. 


MRe LADD 
Oh how ig your mother, Toby? 


TOBY 
Well, Ma's right emart, anly ehe had a little rehematism last week. She 
feal down and burt her back some, and Saturday she lost her false teeth 
down the well, when she was drawing a pail of water. She says she'll 
have to eat mush now because teeth are too expensive. 


MR. LADD 
Otherwise she would be all right, eh, Toby? You should gry and get your 
mother a get of faise teeth for her birthday. Maybe I'll help you. When | 
is her birthday? 


TOBY 
Monday morning, fifteen minutes after eleven. 


MR. LADD 
Well, you've gotten it down pat. (GIVES HIM BILL) See if that will 
help to briggeen her birthday, Toby. Now run along and the doctor and 
I will bring down a lot of other nice things later on. 


T CBY 
Gosh, this is going to be the happiest birthday ma's had for @ don't know > 
when. (EXITS R. U.) 

MR. LADD | | 
Well, Doctor Putter, I wonder if we are ever going tO be able to persuade } 
Mirania into selling that land for the orphan's homes. I wish there was 


Some other suitable site but hers is the only 


it. one, and I think Bhe knows 





* 


| ,DOCTOR = | aan - 8 4 
Oh shea‘'s hard hearted. I've always felt though that somewhere there was 
some good in her. TI believe if I'd of married her twenty five years ago - 
there I em telling ay secret thoughts. But then maybe woe can flatter 
her into selling that land. Here she comes now. | 


—— = a 





| MIRANDA 
(OFF STAGE CALLING) Rebecca! Rebecoa! (NTRS) @h where are your Oh 
yu shiftless thing. Rebéda, while I was gone vipiting with ny neighbor. 
you do everything I told you not tos. You waet up the front staira and y 
muddied up the carpet. Youleft the screen out of the windows so the q 





flies got all over the house. You never oleaned away your lunch thinge 
nor put away the diahes, you left the side door open form two till three 
and any one could have stolen the whole house away from under“me. “ | 





7” ih REBECCA 


+ 






» Aunt Mi veanda. ‘ 
at Thaw MIRANDA 
t, eithe)4) You're just a little rattle brained chattér box, 

Ai aiell, what are you two pests doing over here. Come to 
.c Serty for the orphean'sa home you'd just as well go on 

wig YOU want &11 the land in the country, I guess. 

Remembe Oo hidShst hath shall be given, and to him that hsth not | 
even tim = +ich he has shall be taken away." I've told you before I don't 
want noisy children next door to my hae. 


DOCTOR 

Now, Mirende, you're not as hard hearted as you lat on to be. Just think 
liiranda, children are the greatest thing in the world. Now you have been 
fortunate in having money and a good mame in the community. veryone 
looks up to you and respects you and--and Mr. Iadd, and I thin: you are 
& wonderiuliy accomplished woman, Your classic beauty--your rare ability 

\ <8 RSBEOCA 
sure, dAanty, the dobtor thinks you are very accomplished. I heard him 
telling Mm Lad\¥so0. 4INNOCENTLY) Say, anntie, can you make a noise like 
afroge “Se/ chy 


~ MIRANDA 
WOise like a frog? Good heavens what question? Of course I can't make 
& noise like a frog. Why do you ask that? 







your way. 





REBECCA 
Beceuse I heard the doctor say that he would give fifty dollars to hear | 
that you had croaked! 





DO CEOR | 
Ow. Come on, Let's be going. (MR. LADD AND DOCTOR BOTH EXIT AS MARANDA 
MAKES A PASS AT THEM) | | 


MIRANDA 
The Old diabolitical hyposticator. Come in the house, Rebbcca. (#XITS) 
fee NTE ap YQ FBO | 
she Sb as sic ak a 
DOCTG: 


(2NTERS WITH MR. IADD) Well, Mr. Ledd, at lest I've hit upon a plan to 
soften Old Miranda Sawyer's heart. if this doesn't work then I'i] reélly 
give up. We're going to make har think that she's in very bad health, 


I'm going to tell her that her days on this earth 
are Dunib 6 r 
ed. 





a . 7 hae = if = 


MR. LADD | 

A good idea. Maybe when ahe finds that she is faging eternity, it will 
scare her. Every time that I see herfrom now I'm going to tell her how 
bed she looks, am that I think she is failing. 


DOCTOR 
(LAUGHING) Yes. end I'm going to get all the neighborea, and Toby and her 
Rebecea and all of we are going %o begin feeling 80 sorry for here Say 
before you know it I'll have her marrying me so I can be with her to 
sdmigister a doctor's care as well es & hus bani 's loving touch, I'm goin 
in and see her. (STARTS TO DOOR. HOUSE. L. BUMPS INTO REBSCCA) Well, 
Rebeccs what are you doing? (EXITS LZ.) 


RaBECCA 
Ch I'm practising how to sell soap. I'm going to help Toby win a lamp 
of rhis mother. I've got the soap and circulers and everyting. I'm 
going to go around from house to house selling it. Mr. Ladd, you play 
like you're e customer, and I'll sell you a bar of soap. (SITS HIM DOWN) 
(GOS ee PANTOMIMS OF KNOCKING ON DOOR) Now you image that you're 
a hougewire. 


That's going to call heavily upon wy imagination. Now I'ma house-wife. 


REBECCA 
Yes, and your nursing your children. 


MR. LADD 
Wait a minute! I'll be a skousewife, but I'm not going to nurse any 
children, I-~-I‘'m not built that way. 


REBECCA 
It's just make believe. Now when I knock on the door, you come to it, 
end say what do you want, then I begin. (BUS.) My dear madam, I wmild 
like to present yo a remarkable go0ap--the best on the market--it is-- 
called it is called. (LOOKS aT CIRCUIAR) Wait till I see what it is 
eslled. Ohyes. Tha very poorest--Oh I mean purest ~--not a single 
treace--this ig soft soap. sven a babg can do the family washing with it. 


MR. LADD 
(LAUGHING) Now what does a little girl like you know about babies? 


REBECCA 
I know plenty. I reised three and ahalf of them. My littlest isaster 
wes only half raised when I came here to live with Aunt Mirandamao I 
could get an education and then get a job and earn money to pay off the 
mortgage on our farm. Of caree if I was rich like you are I wouldn't 
have to worry about things like that. 


MR. LADD 
I used to haves toworry about things just like that. In my younger days 
I head a pretty hard time of it. 


‘. REBECCA 
What was your trouble? 


MR. LADD 
Jack of food and clothes, printdpally. Wheat was yours? 


REBECCA 
NO shoOes--no books---and too many babiegs 





| MR. LADD | 
(LAUGHS) Well, Rebecca, about this soap deal of yourse Tet me ge6-~-you 
say you've got to sell three mndired cakes of it. Now I believe my aunt 
needs soap pretty badly. | 


REBECCA 
Well, how much soap would your aunt want? 


———— 


(TAKES HBR HAND)How 01d are you, Rebecca. 


MR. LADD 

Oh lote of lota of it, close to timee hundred cakes. 

RaBECCA 
Seay does your aunt take in was hing? 

WR. LADD 
Wo---but you just sell me the three mnired cakes of soap end then you 
can give Toby's mother the lemp for her birthday. 

REBECCA 
Oh, Mr. Tadd you wouldn't buy all of it a whole three hundred cakes would 
you. Say would your aunt approve of that? 

MR. LADD 
(SMILES) Of couree. My aunt likes anything I do. 

REBSOCA 
Mine doesnst. 

MR. LADD 
Rebecca, something telle me that you ani are going to be good friends. 


REBECCA . 
Eighteen! I'm the first of a set of fourteen’ I was the first ins talimen 


MR? IADD 
First installment? 


REBACCA 
Yee, Mother says that children are what gets women to heaven. 50 many 
ghilaren--s0 many installments on a happy home up there where my daddy 
is. How old are you? 


MR. LADD 
I'm twenty eight. Ten years older than yo. 





R#aBECCA 
You wouldn't have been tho if my aunt Miranda hadn't kept my mother from 
marrying daddy as long she could. My mother had to run away to marry 
akdagi my father. Aunt Miranda, thinks it's terrible but there's aoe 


terrbbb&a about love is there? 


3 MR. LADD | 
No it ig beautiful! Little, girl, beaktiful. (PUTS ARMS AROUND HER) 


i 


MIRANA ; 
(4NTERS WITH DOCTOR) Ob don't tell me, Doctor. --(SHES RsaBacCA aND MR?IADD) 
What's going on here? Rebecca, L declare I believe you're out here | 
sppoining with Mr. Tedd. Didn't I tell you to do the dishes, and get 
the house-work done. Op between this silly old fool trying to tell ne 


| 
that I don't feel well, amni--. | 
| 





aS ——— SEM hl —_— 


MR. LADD : Li 
Come to think of it, Miss Sawyer, you do 't look very good today. Your 
eyes seem rather blood ghot. I've noticed you several times, and I've 
felt so sorry for you. 


Be COBR 
Everyone has noticed it. Really, Miranda, I'm worried about you. Now 
oo. know I'ma doctor and I' ought to know what's wrong with people. 
ou're not a well woman. ook how your hanis tremble, and stick out your 
tongue. (SHE STICKS OUT TONGUE) ,tttt! Miss Sawyer, i feel it my duty 
to tell you that your deye on this earth are mmbered. (LOOKS AT LaDD Alb 
WINKS ) 
WiRAND A 
What! | 


REBEOCA 
Oh, Miranda, you do look kind of pale, and different. 


MIRANDA 
(BEGINNING TO GEE SICK) Maybe I'm not feeling as well as i ought to. I-- 
I thought I felt all right this morning, but then maybe. --Oh it's all 
piffle. I don't believe K'm not well. 


MR. LADD . 
Really, Miss Sawyer, I would advise you to let Doctor Putter take care 
of youe He wouldn't charge you much I'm sure. » 


MIRANDA 
Well, there's anything the matter with me, I'll pay for it. I don't care 
for any charity. (FSELS HEAD) Oh I believe I've got a head ache now. 
I guess it's better for me to spendaa dollar now than to have folks say 
how natural she looks." 


- ‘ROBY 
(NT 2RS L.0 Gee gawhs Miss Sawyer what's the matter with you? Gosh you 
look sick! ook at them big circles under your eyes. Gee, I hope you 
don't kédk the bucket before pay day comes, 


MIRANDA 
Oh mercy! Doctor Putter, I'm begging to feel sick. 


DOCTOR 
Now, never you mind Miranda. I'll stick right by yo until the end. 
Maybe I'd batter mat leave the place, in case ym should die-- 


MIRANDA 
(CRINGES) Don't say that. I don't want to die! 
DOCTOR 


Well, we're all going to do our beat to save you! But if you should die-- 
now if you should---have you got your will made out? 





MIRANDA 
Oh it isn’t that bad is it? Oh, dear, maybe I better go lay down, Toby, 
I want you to take care of my gold fish for me. Maybe you better move 
them in my bed room, and I want you to put the cat out doors. 


TOBY 
Well, I can't bring the goad dish invhe hoamek@ndeas your bedroom unless 


I bring the cat in there too. 


. MIRANDA 
Why? 
| TOBY 
Because the gold fish are in the cat. 


MIRANDA 
what! Dkd that cat eat my good gold fish. Rebecoa, this is your fault 
I told you not bring that cat in the house yesterday. Ob no womier I'm 
about down in bed. Rebecca you're going to grow up to be a no good ne'er 
do well--just like your father. 


REBECCA 
Now look here, Aunt Miranda, I'm trying to be just as good as I know how 
to be, and I'll mind when I'm spoken to, You can shame me as long as I 
gan stand it, but you mustn't call my father names. He was a perfectly 
lovely father and you have no right to Gall him names. 


MIRANDA 
Don't tell me. Your father was a weak vain man, und all he left your 
mother was a mortgage on the farm and fourteen children. Rebecos, I'm 
going to have to lay my hand down heavily on you. I don't believe in 
capital punishment Wat when you doubt my word, why I'll-- 


TOBY 
(COM#S BETWEEN THEM) Now see here, Miss Miranda kdkdyékeduéaé whenever you 
feel that you want to take your spite out on Rebecca, you just hit me. 
My shoulders are broad ani I can bear it I reckon. If you must stribs 
gome one --(HER@IC POSE) Strike me: 


“MIRANDA 
All right! (BHATS TOBY OFF WITH A STICK. THEY ALL CHASE AFTER HER) 


ak 2 ae NUMB AR THREE oe HE EE 
ie Ae ke Me 6 C AE 
DOCTOR 
(ZNTERS WITH MR. LADD) Well, Mr. Ladd, my little scheme is worxing. aid 
Miranda ies changing every day. I don't think it will be any time at all 
pefore she Will be letting as have that land for thse new Orphan's home. 
I've got her scared to death. | 


MR. LADD 
(NUDGING HIM) You kind of like taking care of her too, dm't you. You 
ely old fox.' aunt Mirendea may be looking for 6 funeral but I think she's 
going to get a wedding instead. 


DOCROT 
What about yourself? You and Rebecca are constantly together. Mapbe 
wedding bells will be ringing for all of us, who knows? (TOBY ANTsRS 
HOLDING HIS STQOMABH) Well, Toby, what's the matter with your 


7 CY 
I just come from Me's birthday dinner. She had so much to eat we had 
gone left over. For the first time we had more than we gould eat. Mom 
eure ig happy. Everybody in town most night give her ponething for her 
birthday. 


MR. LADD 
Did you mjoy your dinner, Toby? 





} TOBY 13 
Gosh, 2 guess I did. I ase eo much fT had 4 headache and ma gave me 
some horse linement. I had to bmrry back to take care of the place, 


here, Boy, old Miranda sure is changed lately, aint shet, She's oven raise | 


my salary a dollar. I'll bet if she ‘s stays sick another week I'll get 
ten bucks again. Hope she don't die until I get back up to ten dollars. 


REBECCA 
(ENTERS L. ASSISTING MIRANDA) Come along, Aunt Miranda, the doctor is 
here now, and he8ll teke care of you. (SHATS HR) There, dear. 


MTRANDA 
Thahk you, Rebecca. Hello, Bermiah! 


DOCTOR 
(PLEASED) Jermiahi You haven't called me by my first name in twenty five 
years. 


REBECCA 
I must go in the house now and do the dishes. Mr. Tadd, do you want to 
hel p? 


| MR. LADD 
Nothing would suit me any better? (THEY EXIT) 


TOBY 
Well, Iguess I better get busy with the chores. Miss Sawyer, if you feel 
Thee ae gonna croak will you please write me a check for s&anyy? 
EXITS R. 


DOCTOR 
Well, Miranda, how do you feel today? 


MIRANDA 
Oh just so so. I'm making out a deed for that prpperty for the Orphan's 
home, Doctor, and I don't want any money. I'm giving it to then. 


DOCTOR 
Well, that's wonderful? Miranda. I'm glad your heart is turning! Every 
one is so much happier. Your nice seens to be a different little aoul 
now that you treat her better. 


MT RANDA 
Oh she aint so bad. Yesterday morning when I came down,theshades were 
@ll up and there was a rearing fire in the stove, the coffee vot was 
scalded, and the doffee was groum, and the corn beef and the cold potatoe 
was sitting out in the chopping bowl, and a little note laying out in 
the table saying, "Love to aunt Miranda" Why, my heart warmed right up 
to the little youngster. (CHANGES. SPEAKS SNAPPILLY) Then whet do you 
think she did? 


DOCTOR 
I don't Know. What did she do? 


MIRANDA 
She left the kitchen door wide open and the cat was drinking out of the 
fresh milk that Toby had left sitting on the kitohen floor. wWe had to 
throw the whole thing out. What are you going to do with a harum scarum 
like thate But I love her and I'm going to leave her a lot of my money, 
end I'm going to send her mother the mo 


to t 
farm right today, ney pay he nO rtgage off on thai | 
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DOCTOR . 14 
Miranda, you're going to get well for doing all of these good things I 
blieved. GDo you know what made you get sick? Well, I'11 tell you it was 
living this humdrum existence of yours. Od maids are never as healthy 
as married wonfén. Now whet you need, Miranda, ig u new thrill a new | 
sensation. You need some deshing man to put his arms around you. (PUTS 
ARMS AROUND HER) dnd wll you up to him, and take you like this (PUTS 
HAND ON HER LEG. SHE BEGINS TO GIGGLE) and then you just loosen up and 
let y our consébence be your guide,--(THEY RaAL CLOS#) Oh, don't that feel 
good! 


MIRANDA 
(SUDDENLY RaALIZES WHAT SH IS DOING) Say what are you talking about 
you old fool? 
BOCTOR 
{HOLDS HuR HAND) Lovely hands you've got Miranda. (LOOKS a? HAND) If I*d 
& held that hand twenty five years ago, I'd have a full house by now! 


MIRANDA 
Oh, Doctor Putter, I think you're actually trythag to propose to me. wWe'r 
too old. 


DOCTOR 
Ah, ifiranda, you never get too old to try it. Am something tells me 
you and [ wouldn't have to try very hard.. What do you say? 


MIRANDA 
(BASHFUL) Oh, Doctor! 
DOCTOR 
Come into camp, you old battle axe! (THEY sMBRACH) (HEAVE BIG SIGH) 
MIRANDA 
(SIGHS) Oh! | 
DOCTOR 


God. That feels good! 


RuBECCA 
( ENTERS WITH MR. LADD) Oh Bunt Miranda, Mr. Ladd, wants to ask you sane- 
thing? 


WR. LADD 

Yes, Mirania--do you~-would you---could we--may we--might we get married? 
REBECCA 

Say yes, Auntie! 
MIRANDA 

Very well, you may. We'll make it a double wedding! 
REBECCA | 

Oh Mr. Tadd! ( aMBRACE) 

MR. LADD 

My Rebecca. 

3 MIRANDA 

My Jerimiah. | 
DOCTOR 


Mente. 


(BUS. )} He haw! 


He haw: 


F 


TOBY 
He haw! 


?1 
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(COUNT TIME) 
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